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MBC  officer  pioneers  Hispanic  ministry 

By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


Before  Joel  Medina  was  elected  second 
vice-president  of  die  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  (MBC)  on  October  2o,  ne  and  his 
wife  Damaris  were  busy  about  die  work  of 
planting  Hispanic  churches  in  Mississippi. 

Medina  is  pastor  of  Iglesia  Intemacional 
Las  Americas  in  Carthage,  but  the  church 
is  just  one  of  the  many  highlights  of  his 
work  among  Hispanics  in  the  state. 

The  work  in  Carthage  was  established 
on  July  11, 1998.  "That  was  die  date  of  our 
first  service,"  said  Medina,  "but  we  had 
been  working  in  Forest  since  19%.  I  was 
helping  the  pastor  of  the  Forest  Hispanic 
work,  but  because  of  an  incident  there  all 
the  Hispanics  were  spread  out  from  there. 
We  focused  on  building  a  permanent  build¬ 
ing  in  Forest.  About  a  year  later  the  director 
of  missions,  Joe  Abel,  invited  us  to  get 
involved  in  Carthage,  because  there  were 
so  many Hispanics  moving  into  the  area." 

"Our  first  service  was  with  seven  peo¬ 
ple,  including  my  wife  and  my  mother," 
Medina  recalled,  "Now  we  are  averaging 
more  maPi  ou  People  each  Sunday.  We  have 
worship  services  in  Kosciusko,  because 
they  have  the  facilities  to  provide  room  for 
our  children.  We  have  people  from  three 
counties:  Madison,  Attala,  and  Leake." 

Medina  has  been  able  to  offer  a  disdple- 
ship  training  class  in  Canton  on  Tuesday 
nignts,  focusing  cm  four  men  living  there, 
to  train  them  to  be  leaders  in  cell  groups. 
On  Wednesday  mornings,  Medina  does 
the  same  in  Carthage  at  the  assodational 
building.  Damaris  has  a  woman's  cell 
group  in  Kosciusko  on  Wednesday  nights. 

"Through  this  ministry,  we  have  great 
goals  to  accomplish,"  he  said.  "We  have  two 
pastors  in  Mexico,  two  deacons  in  Guatemala, 
and  a  music  director  in  Guatemala.  We've 
had  200  decisions  for  Christ  in  six  years,  and 
600  people  have  visited." 


ROOM  TO  GROW  —  Joel  MeBlna  (left),  pastor  of  Iglesia  Intemacional  Las  Americas 
in  Carthage  and  newly-elected  second  vice-president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  surveys  with  hisafltfftAMttris  the  future  site  of  the  Hispanic  mission  in 
Carthage  that  will  wmm  three  counties.  The  land  was  provided  through  the  generosi¬ 
ty  of  cooperating  Baptist  churches  in  the  area.  Joel  Medina  is  the  first  Hispanic  offi- 
cer  in  the  history  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) _ 


Land  has  been  purchased  for  the  mis¬ 
sion  in  Carthage  by  local  churhes  through 
Leake  Association,  for  a  permanent 
building  close  to  the  local  Wal-Mart.  The 
church  is  in  the  process  of  raising  funds 
for  the  building.  "We  won't  be  a  tradi¬ 
tional  building,  but  something  that 
blends  in  with  the  community  with  a 
multipurpose  building.  We  want  to  be 
able  to  train  people  for  ministry  in  the 
Hispanic  community,"  said  Medina. 

Medina  estimates  there  are  close  to  1100 
Hispanics  in  Carthage,  1500  Hispanics  in 
Canton,  and  a  few  in  Kosciusko.  Still,  that 
is  more  than  3000  people  to  be  reached  by 


one  church.  "Carthage  is  a  good  central 
location,"  he  said,"  but  we  would  love  to 
plant  churches  in  other  areas." 

Ed  Deuschle,  Director  of  Church  Planting 
for  the  Miss.  Baptist  Convention  Board,  said, 
’We  were  able  to  put  Joel  through  our  Basic 
Training  classes  for  church  planting.  Joel  has 
pastored  in  two  different  sites,  in  Kosciusko 
and  Carthage-  Mississippi  Baptists,  through 
our  department,  have  supported  him  as  a 
planter  in  both  those  locations.  We’ve  had 
that  relationship  for  four  years.”  The 
Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission  Offering 
supports  Medina's  work  and  other  church 


plants  in  Mississippi 


Redefining  ignorance 


weren't  then  and  aren't 
now  uneducated  or  inca¬ 
pable  of  complex  thought. 

Incredibly,  Dowd  herself 
holds  an  undergraduate 
^ree  from  Catholic 
University  in  Washington 
D.C.  Garry  Wills  has  a  aoc- 


/’  t  has  been  an  amusing  few  weeks, 
watching  the  news  media  elitists  sput¬ 
tering  through  their  contorted  explana¬ 
tions  of  why  they  weren't  really  wrong  about 
the  November  2  election  outcome  and 
sounding  the  alafm  against  what  they  per-  deg: 
ceive  as  me  impending  takeover  of  the  coun-  T  " 
try  by  ignorant  religious  extremists.  1  , 

When  surveys  and  polls  indicated  that  toral  degree  from  Yale 
many  Americans  placed  "moral  values"  University.  If  America  is 
at  the  top  of  the  list  of  why  they  voted  as  entering  a  dark  age,  it 
they  did  on  November  2,  the  chattering  won't  be  the  Christians 
class  went  to  work  with  a  fury  usually  who  put  us  there  —  but  it 
reserved  for  the  times  when  they  are  could  well  be  the  enlieht- 

I  served  the  incorrect  wine  with  din-  ened  Christian  populace 
ner  in  a  Manhattan  restaurant.  that  gets  us  out  of  it. 

Garry  Wills,  a  Northeastern  Novelist  Jane  Smiley 
University  history  professor  and  New  continues  the  concept  of 
York  Times  commentator,  wrote  in  the  Christian  as  extremist  in  the 
Times  the  day  after  the  election,  "Can  November  4  edition  of  on- 
a  people  that  believes  more  fervently  line  •  magazine  Slate. 
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Guest  Opinion 


Christians,  and  determines  that 
being  moral  is  enough.  After  all, 
he's  better  than  those  church¬ 
goers  he's  observed  outside 
church,  isn't  he? 

Lest  I  be  accused  of  being  a 
cynic,  I  know  that  there  are  plen¬ 
ty  of  fine  churches,  populated  by 
those  who  are  seeking  God's 
best.  I  also  know  that  a  church  is 
a  place  for  sinners.  What  con¬ 
cerns  me  is  when  we  allow  peo- 
ig  to  his-  The  message  is  relevant,  and  pie  with  known  sinful  lifestyles 
s."  the  Word  of  God  stands  forev-  to  occupy  places  of  leadership, 

i  moral,  er,  but  could  it  be  possible  that  I'll  grant  that  even  leaders  stum- 
Dn,  why  we  preach  values  without  actu-  ble  and  fall,  but  I'd  feel  more 
[?  In  our  ally  living  them  out?  comfortable  if  I  saw  evidence  of 

i  Baptist  Consider  the  person  who  is  repentance  afterwards, 
aptizing  dealing  with  tne  claims  of  Relevance  simply  means 
articipa-  Christianity  and  is  moving  having  integrity  in  a  world 
le  min-  toward  a  life-changing  decision  where  there  are  few  absolutes. 

.  You'd  to  receive  Christ.  Then  he  visits  Relevance  transcends  such 
s  would  church.  He  sees*  man  in  leader-  transitory  trends  as  worship 
losively.  ship  at  the  church,  and  knows  music,  seeker  sensitivity,  and 
:t  here/  that  this  man  has  been  unscrupu-  the  like.  If  it's  real,  it's  relevant, 
ly  of  our  lous  in  his  business  dealings.  He  If  a  church  is  relevant,  it  will 
>or  job  of  sees  another  man  taking  up  the  attract  people  —  lost  people, 
of  those  offering,  and  knows  the  man  is  a  The  results  of  the  presiden- 
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HOW  YOU  VOTE 
TODAY  IMPACTS 
TOMORROW 


Evangelical  voters  turn  out  on  election  day 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP  and  Moral  issues  played  a  signifi- 
local  reports)  —  In  2000,  an  cant  role  in  the  election  out- 
estimated  15  million  evangeli-  come.  Exit  polls  showed  that 
cals  voted.  This  year,  that  num-  "moral  values"  —  undefined  in 
ber  jumped  to  more  them  27  the  Questionnaire  —  were  the 
million.  It's  safe  to  say  that  the  top  issue  for  22%  of  voters, 
emphasis  on  moral  issues  Values  ranked  first,  ahead  of  the 
worked  —  led  in  part  by  the  economy /jobs  (20%),  terrorism 
iVote Values  initiative.  (19%)  ana  Iraq  (15%).  Among 

More  than  61,000  new  voters  those  listing  moral  values  as 
were  registered  this  year  their  top  issue,  80%  voted  for 
through  the  iVote  Values  effort  Bush  and  18%  for  Kerry, 
both  online  and  through  the  In  the  days  following  the 
iVoteValues  18-wheeler  truck,  election,  political  strategists 
In  addition,  it  distributed  and  meaia  pundits  nave 
90,500  bulletin  inserts  as  well  examined  the  issue  of  morali- 
as  some  306,000  party  platform  ty  and  values  voters  —  both 
comparison  guiaes.  of  which  received  scant  atten- 

More  than  that,  the  cam-  tion  prior  to  Election  Day. 
paign  helped  focus  the  nation’s  "While  the  national  news 
attention  on  moral  issues  media  may  have  been  sur- 
instead  of  pocketbook  issues,  prised  with  that  finding  [moral 
Developed  by  the  Southern  values  topping  five  listjT  I  knew 
Baptist  Ethics  &  Religious  in  my  heart  American  families 
Liberty  Commission  (ERLC),  are  troubled  over  file  state  of 
the  mrteValues  initiative  also  our  culture,"  Land  told  Baptist 
was  promoted  by  Focus  on  the  Press.  "Efforts  like  the 
Family  and  the  Family  iVoteValues  initiative  were 
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Mississippi  Baptists,  meeting  in  tteir  159th  annual  session,  decline 
er  intense  debate  to  change  the  way  they  fund  Mississippi  College  and 
ree  to  extend  the  sale  of  Clarke  College  in  Newton  another  60  days. 


Southern  Baptist  and  National  Baptist  women  gather  in  Laurel  to 
observe  the  annual  Baptist  Women's  World  Day  of  Prayer,  attended  last 
year  by  more  than  450  people  from  the  southeast  Mississippi  area. 


For  the  first  time  in  Southern  Seminary  history,  the  school  will  close 
for  one  week  so  that  it's  students  can  devote  the  period  to  evangelism. 
The  unprecedented  closing  will  come  during  the  simultaneous  revival 
crusade  and  students  will  not  be  charged  with  absenses  that  week. 


November  18, 2004 


New  web  site 
aimed  at  youth 
ministry  plans 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP) 
—  Youth  pastors  who  need 
help  programming,  schedul¬ 
ing,  and  administering  their 
youth  ministries  have  a  new 
online  resource  in 
www.SBCstudents.com. 

-  ,  The  resources  at 

f  *  SBCstudentS.com,  some  of 
which  would  cost  hundreds  of 
dollars  if  purchased,  are  avail¬ 
able  at  no  charge  to  all  who 
visit,  register  ana  use  the  site, 
which  was  developed  by 
Richard  Ross,  professor  of  stu¬ 
dent  ministry  at  Southwestern 
Seminary,  and  students  in  the 
student  ministry  department  at 
the  Fort  Worth,  Te*as,  campus. 

Ross  said  SBCstudents.com 
provides  access  to  "every  SBC 
printed  resource  used  in  youth 
ministry,  every  SBC  youth  min¬ 
istry  event  and  conference, 
every  SBC  national,  state  and 
seminary  leader  in  youth  min¬ 
istry  ana  every  SBC  state  youth 
ministry  homepage." 

Ross  said  the 
SBCstudents.com  project  has 
the  support  of  the  youth  pro¬ 
fessors  of  all  SBC  seminaries 
and  the  youth  employees  of 
national  SBC  entities  and 
Baptist  state  conventions, 
who  will  make  decisions 
about  the  content  of  the  site 
during  an  annual  meeting 
they  hold  annually. 

"This  is  the  only  source  in 
,  existence  for  churches  to  see 
the  Mission  Statement,  Values, 
and  Strategies  of  SBC  student 
ministry,"  Ross  said,  noting 
that  attendees  at  the  annual 
meetings  "spent  hours  and 
hours  crafting  these." 

Ross  added  that 
SBCstudents.com  can  provide 
special  help  to  small  church¬ 
es.  "The  volunteers  in  those 
smallest  churches  seldom  get 
word  on  conferences,  mission 
trips,  resources  or  training 
events,"  he  said.  "The  SBC  has 
no  other  delivery  system  to 
get  comprehensive  help  to 
them  than  our  website." 
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SS  teacher  honored  for  continuous  service 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


While  many  churches  take  the 
opportunity  to  recognize  and  com¬ 
mend  Sunday  School  teachers.  Oak 
Grove  Church  in  Meridian  had  some¬ 
thing  special  to  celebrate  August  15. 

During  the  Sunday  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service.  Pastor  Roy  Dabbs  called 
one  particular  Sunday  School  teacher 
to  the  front  for  special  recognition. 
Holding  a  presentation  plaque, 
said,  "Appreciation 
drs.  Ru 


Dobbs  said,  "Appreciation  award 
presented  to  Mrs.  Ruth  Adkins  for  72 
years  of  Christian  service  at  Oak 
Grove  Baptist  Church,  Meridian, 
Mississippi:  Thanks  for  the  love, 
time,  and  talents  you  have  given  to 
hundreds  through  your  teaching  of 
Sunday  School.  We  thank  God  for 
you.  The  members  of  Oak  Gtove 
Baptist  Church,  August  15,  2004.'’ 

Her  class  was  100%  in  attendance 
that  day,  too. 

Other  recognition  came  from 
Wayne  Edwaras,  missions  director 
for  Lauderdale  Association  in 
Meridian,  and  Kiely  Young,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Sunday 
Department  at  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB). 

The  certificate  for  exemplary  service 
from  the  Lauderdale  Association  read, 
in  part,  "Congratulations  for  72  years  of 
outstanding  service  as  a  teacher  in 
Sunday  School.  You  have  influenced 
many  individuals  by  your  wonderful 
example  of  your  faithfulness  in  sharing  your 
wisdom  through  the  Bible  study  lessons.  I 
pray  that  your  example  may  be  an  inspira¬ 
tion  to  others  to  commit  themselves  to  God's 
service.  On  behalf  of  the  42  other  churches 
and  two  missions  in  the  Lauderdale 
Association,  we  congratulate  you." 


FAITHFUL  SERVICE  —  Roy  Dabbs  (right),  pastor  of  Oak 
Grove  Church  in  Meridian,  presents  Ruth  Adkins  with  a 
plaque  on  August  1 5  commending  her  for  72  years  of  teach¬ 
ing  Sunday  School  at  the  church.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


Over  the  years,  she  also  taught  in 
the  "primary"  department,  rotating 
between  the  two  areas.  After  begin¬ 
ning  teaching,  she  never  attended  a 
class  of  any  land  as  a  student. 

Adkins  graduated  from  high 
school  and  continued  to  teach.  Sne 
worked  as  a  billing  clerk  at  Acme 
Building  Supply.  In  1937,  she  married 
her  late  husband  Cecil.  Cecil  Adkins 
he  adult  men's  classes. 

of  working  with  chil- 
teacning  young 
as  been  teaching 
that  age  ever  since.  The  class  actually 
spans  the  age  range  between  40-6U, 
according  to  Dabbs,  and,  "there  may 
even  be  some  younger  than  that  in 
there.  Anybody’s  welcome." 

Dabbs  stated  that  Oak  Grove  is  an 
old  community.  "I'm  guessing  that  the 
average  age  of  the  folks  living  around 
is  rf&.  We  don't  have  many  young 
people  or  children  much  around  this 
but  the  Lord  has  shown  me  that 
even  if  your  church  is  in  an  old  com¬ 
munity,  it  doesn't  mean  that  you  can't 
thrive  and  survive. 

"If  you  let  your  light  shine  bright 
enougn,  someone  is  going  to  see  it." 
Dabbs  makes  it  .a  point  to  aggres¬ 
sively  involve  his  congregation  in 
discipleship  training  and  Sunday 
evening  worship.  The  prior  Sunday, 
the  church  had  92  people  in  disciple¬ 
ship  training.  "I  just  try  to  give  peo¬ 
ple  a  reason  to  want  to  come  f>£ 
bur 


Adkins  is  86  years  of  age;  Oak  Grove 
Church  is  approximately  128  years  old.  For 
72  of  those  years,  Adkins  has  been  teaching 
Sunday  School  at  the  same  church.  Adkins 
became  a  Sunday  School  teacher  at  age  15, 
beginning  with  what  was  then  called  the 
cradle  roll,  working  with  babies. 


a  reason  to  want  to  come  back 
unday  evenings,"  he  said. 


The  church  still  has  an  ancient  bell  in  its 
steeple  to  summon  people  to  Bible  study 
and  worship.  It  even  tolls  prior  to  funerals. 

Someone  asked  Dabbs  if  Adkins' 
tenure  as  a  teacher  was  a  record.  "It  may 
not  be  a  record,"  said  Dabbs,  "but  it  sure 
isn't  an  average." 


Ministers  report  divorce  as  top  threat  to  family 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Divorce,  negative  influences 
from  the  media,  and  material¬ 
ism  are  among  the  most  com¬ 
mon  threats  to  the  family 
cited  by  Protestant  ministers 
in  a  recent  study. 

Ellison  Research,  a  full-ser¬ 
vice  marketing  research  firm 
in  Phoenix  that  conducted  the 
research  for  the  November/ 
December  issue  of  LifeWay's 
Facts  &  Trends  magazine, 
reported  that  divorce  was  list- 
ecf  as  one  of  the  top  three  con¬ 
cerns  by  43%  of  all  ministers 
surveyed  while  38%  cited  the 
media  as  a  key  issue  they 
need  to  guard  families  in 
their  communities  against 
and  36%  said  materialism. 

Other  matters  of  concern 
included  absentee  fathers, 
cited  by  24%  of  respondents, 
and  families  that  lack  a  stay- 
at-home  parent,  noted  by  22% 
of  ministers. 

Among  Southern  Baptists, 
the  top  five  issues  of  concern 
were  divorce  (53%),  negative 
influences  from  the  media 
"(38%),  materialism  (36%), 
absentee  fathers  (29%)  and 
latch-key  kids  (23%),  the 
study  found. 

Ellison  noticed  Methodists 
paid  particular  attention  to 
parental  alcohol  and  drug  use 
as  well  as  economic  issues 


while  seeing  less  of  a  threat 
from  pornography  and  absen¬ 
tee  fathers.  Lutherans  were 
more  concerned  with  the 
impact  of  materialism  and 
alcohol  use  by  parents  and 
children  and  were  less  wor¬ 
ried  about  absentee  fathers 
and  latch-key  kids. 

Pentecostals,  the  study 
said,  were  less  concerned 
than  average  about  material¬ 
ism  and  were  more  concerned 
that  morality  is  not  being 
taught  in  schools.  Southern 
Baptists,  meanwhile,  were 
more  concerned  about 
divorce  and  less  likely  to 
worry  about  economic  issues. 

"The  level  of  threat  each 
issue  represented  often  dif¬ 
fered  from  region  to  region, 
and  no  threat  was  named 
among  the  top  three  by  even 
half  of  all  pastors/  Ron 
Sellers,  president  of  Ellison 
Research,  said. 

"Obviously  the  threats  to 
families  differ  considerably, 
from  one  community  to  the 
next.  An  upscale  suburban 
community  may  be  threatened 
most  by  materialism  or  latch¬ 
key  kids,  while  a  rural  area 
may  have  real  problems  with 
poverty  or  alcoholism,"  he  said. 
*This  could  make  any  nation¬ 
wide  or  large-scale  initiatives 
to  deal  with  these  problems  a 


challenge,  or  at  least  lead  to 
very  spotty  success." 

The  study  also  asked  minis¬ 
ters  to  agree  or  disagree  with 
three  statements  about  family. 
A  majority  agreed  with  the 
statement,  "Churches  tend  to 
focus  so  much  on  'traditional' 
families  that  they  do  not  serve 
important  groups  such  as  sin¬ 
gles,  childless  couples,  or  sin¬ 
gle  parents  appropriately." 

Ellison  found  that  12% 
agreed  strongly  with  that 
statement,  48%  agreed  some¬ 
what,  26%  disagreed  some¬ 
what  and  14%  disagreed 
strongly.  Southern  Baptists 
were  less  likely  than  average 
to  have  this  perspective,  the 
study  said. 

Regarding  the  statement, 
"Like  it  or  not,  the  traditional 
view  of  family  (husband,  wife 
and  children)  no  longer  really 
exists  in  American  society," 
about  half  of  ministers 
agreed.  Again,  Southern 
Baptists  were  less  likely  than 
average  to  agree. 

When  aslced  about  the 
statement,  "No  matter  how 
society  defines  family, 
churches  need  to  promote  a 
traditional  view  of  family 
(husband,  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren),"  71%  agreed  strongly. 

Ellison  Research  said  its 
sample  of  695  Protestant  min¬ 


isters  included  only  those  who 
are  actively  leading  churches. 
The  study’s  total  sample  is 
accurate  to  within  plus  or 
minus  3.6  percentage  points  at 
the  95%  confidence  level  with 
a  50%  response  distribution. 

The  study  was  conducted 
in  all  50  states,  using  a  repre¬ 
sentative  sample  of  pastors 
from  all  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions.  Respondents'  geogra¬ 
phy,  church  size  and  denomi¬ 
nation  were  tracked  for 
appropriate  representation 
and  accuracy. 

More  data  from  this  study 
is  available  at  www.ellisonre- 
search.com/PastorStudy.htm. 
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Living  in  a  Bullring 

Years  ago  when  I  was  play¬ 
ing  football,  from  time  to  time 
at  practice  the  coach  would 
calf  all  the  linemen  together 
and  we  would  form  a  bull- 
ring.  That's  what  the  coach 
called  it.  He  would  have  us 
get  in  a  big  circle  and  then 
one  player  would  be  put  out 
in  the  middle  and  we  would 
number  off  —  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  — 
all  around  the  circle.  The 
coach  would  stand  on  the 
side  and  call  out  one  number 
after  another.  The  guy  in  the 
center  of  the  ring  was  a  target 
to  be  hit  by  the  person  whose 
number  was  calfed.  One  num¬ 
ber  after  another  was  called 
and  the  poor  fellow  in  the 
center  never  knew  from  what 
direction  he  would  be  hit 
from  next.  He  just  had  to  be 
as  alert  as  possible  and  fend 
off  whoever  was  going  to  be 
charging  at  him  from  whatev¬ 
er  direction. 

The  object  of  the  exercise  was 
to  somewnat  create  game  condi¬ 
tions,  because  in  real  live  foot¬ 
ball  you  never  know  who  is 
going  to  hit  you  from  what  side. 
The  bullring  could  actually  be 
fun  if  you  weren't  the  guy  in  the 
center.  If  you  were  the  guy  in 
the  middle,  it  didn't  take  long  to 
figure  out  this  was  not  a  whole 
lot  of  fun.  In  one  moment  you 
are  hit  head-on,  the  next 
momeht  you  are  being  hit  from 
one  side,  and  the  next  moment 
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Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


you  may  be  hit  from  various 
other  angles.  It  just  keeps  on 
coming  as  the  coach  continues 
calling  out  the  numbers. 

Once  I  moved  on  from  being  a 
football  participant  to  become  a 
football  spectator,  I  thought  that  I 
was  away  from  the  bullring  but  lo 
and  behold,  like  many  of  you,  it 
has  returned  in  my  life.  It  is  pretty 
amazing  in  this  technological  age 
of  all  the  different  directions  stuff 
can  come  at  us.  The  more  conve¬ 
nient  communication  techniques 
become  the  more  complicated  our 
lives  become.  Just  think  of  all  of 
the  ways  that  information, 
requests,  advertisements,  offers, 
and  demands  are  coming  at  the 
average  person.  A  telephone,  a 
cell  phone,  a  fax  machine,  a  com¬ 
puter  for  your  e-mail,  and  then 
there  is  regular  mail,  and  some¬ 
times  UPS  or  FedEx  kind  of  mail, 
and  hand-delivered  mail,  and  on 
top  of  that  there  may  be  some¬ 
body  just  standing  and  knocking 
at  your  door. 

There  is  no  way  to  know 
from  what  direction  the  next 
ring-ding,  pop-up,  or  knock 
will  come,  but  you  can  be  con¬ 


fident  that  somebody  will  be 
pulling  in  one  direction  or 
pushing  in  the  other  direction 
as  the  day  moves  along.  In  a 
world  overloaded  with  modem 
conveniences,  you  can  be 
wired-up,  stressed-out,  and 
often  knocked  down  in  dozens 
of  different  ways.  So  what  do 
you  do  when  you  are  living  in 
the  bullring  of  life? 

First  of  all  you  need  to  stay 
alert.  You  may  not  know  what 
or  when  but  be  assured  some¬ 
thing  is  going  to  hit  you.  So  you 
might  as  well  brace  for  it. 
Beyond  that  you  need  to  seek 
to  prioritize.  With  all  the  things 
that  are  happening  around  you 
and  things  that  are  coming  at 
you,  it  is  important  to  realize 
that  some  things  are  not  very 
important  —  especially  as  you 
view  them  in  light  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  that  may  surround 
you  that  are  filled  with  so  many 
of  ffie  really  important  things. 
The  person  who  has  just 
received  word  that  they  have 
cancer  is  not  likely  to  be  overly 
concerned  about  a  hangnail  on 
their  little  finger.  There  are 


times  when  hangnails  get  a  lot 
of  attention  but  not  when  really 
important  things  are  pressing 
around  you.  So  seek  to  see  ana 
understand  the  vital  things  that 
are  part  of  your  life  and  let  the 
rest  of  it  go. 

From  time  to  time  another 
important  thing  to  do  is  just  get 
out  of  the  bulinng  of  life.  How? 
Where  do  you  go/  What  do  you 
do?  Please  understand  there  has 
to  be  a  place  in  life,  a  quiet  zone, 
a  prayer  closet,  or  somewhere 
that  you  do  not  have  to  carry 
your  cell  phone  and  you  are  not 
interrupted  every  three  to  four 
seconds.  Nobody  can  live  in  that 
highly  stimulated,  overwhelm¬ 
ing  stress  kind  of  environment 
for  very  long.  Even  if  it  goes  on 
for  days  there  still  has  to  be  some 
way,  some  day  that  you  can  get 
out  of  the  pressures  and  find 
relief.  Even  if  you  can't  go  any¬ 
where  physically  you  need  to 
keep  in  mind  that  it  was  our  Lord 
Jesus  who  said,  "My  peace  I  give 
unto  you.  Not  as  the  world 
giveth  give  I  unto  you."  Find  that 
kind  or  calmness  in  your  heart 
that  only  God  can  brine. 

There  are  times  that  Jesus 
will  come  to  us  and  still  the 
storm.  There  are  other  times, 
maybe  more  frequent,  that  He 
will  come  and  still  us  in  the 
storm.  He  can  and  He  does 
make  a  difference. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


Booklet  provides  advice  on  call  to  ministry 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)  — 
Is  God  calling  you  to  vocational 
Christian  service?  In  a  newly 
published  booklet  from 
Midwestern  Seminary,  Don 
Whitney,  associate  professor  of 
spiritual  formation,  helps 
Christians  answer  that  question 
by  offering  a  biblical  look  at 
God's  call  to  Christian  ministry. 

In  the  42-paee  booklet, 
Answering  tne  Call: 
Examining  God's  Call  to 
Christian  vocational  Service, 
Whitney  explains  the  "twin 
features"  of  God's  call. 

"God's  call  to  preach  His 
Word  is  much  more  than  a  per¬ 
sonal  spiritual  experience," 
writes  Whitney,  who  is  also  the 
author  of  Spiritual  Disciplines 
for  the  Christian  Life.  "When 
God  calls  a  man  to  the  Gospel 
ministry  He  calls  him  both 
internally  and  externally." 

In  the  featured  chapter  of  the 
booklet,  Whitney  also  explains 
that  God's  call  to  Christian 
vocational  ministry  is  also  a 
call  to  prepare. 

"Would  you  want  a  physi¬ 
cian  who'd  nad  no  preparation? 
Preparation  is  even  more 
important  for  a  physician  of 
souls,"  Whitney  writes. 
"  Develop  your  spiritual  disci¬ 
plines,  especially  those  of  the 
Word  and  prayer.  Devote  your¬ 
self  to  your  local  church.  Find  a 

Slace  to  teach  there.  Stqdy  the 
ible  and  theology  as  rfiuch  as 
you  can.  Seriously  consider 
enrolling  in  a  solid  seminary." 


Also  included  in  the  booklet 
are  chapters  by  other 
Midwestern  professors  devoted 
to  helping  God -called  men  and 
women  pursue  seminary  train¬ 
ing.  The  Booklet  also  includes: 

•  What  You'll  Learn  At 
Seminary,  a  chapter  by 
Thorvala  Madsen,  Midwest¬ 
ern's  vice  president  of  acade¬ 
mic  development,  who  looks 
at  key  areas  of  biblical  train¬ 
ing  offered  at  seminary  and 
wny  they  are  necessary  for 
those  called  to  ministry. 

•  Why  Go  To  Seminary?,  a 
chapter  by  Alan  Branch,  vice 
president  of  student  develop¬ 
ment,  who  presents  a  list  of 
common  objections  to  attend¬ 
ing  seminary  with  responses 
to  each. 

•  How  Do  I  Finance  My 
Education?,  a  chapter  by 
N.S.R.K.  Ravi,  vice  president 
of  business  services /institu¬ 
tional  advancement,  that 
offers  biblical  advice  about 
financial  stewardship  and 
common  ways  students  pay 
for  seminary  training. 

The  free  booklet  is  available 
by  contacting  Midwestern 
Seminary  at  (800)  944-MBTS  or 
online  at  http://www.mbst. 
edu/called.  Midwestern 
Seminary,  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  is  one  of  the  six 
Southern  Baptist  seminaries 
supported  by  gifts  to  the 
Cooperative  Program. 
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You  Can  Respond 


Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that 
I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 
forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 
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J.E.  Welch , 
retired  pastor, 
dies  Oct.  24 

James  E.  Welch.  75,  of 
Sherman,  died  October  24  at 
the  North  Mississippi  Medical 
Center  after  a  lengthy  illness. 
Services  were  held  October 
26  at  the  Jefferson  Street 
Chapel  of  W.E.  Pegues  with 
Tommy  Vinson  and  Don  Smith 
officiating.  Burial  followed  in 
the  Sherman  Cemetery. 

Welch  attended  Clark  Junior 
College,  Mississippi  College, 
and  NOBTS.  Throughout  his  57 
years  in  the  ministry  he  pastored 
11  churches  in  Mississippi  and 
Tennessee.  He  retired  in  2002 
and  remained  a  member  of  Oak 
Hill  Church,  Pontotoc  County. 

Survivors  include  his  wife 
of  52  years,  Lucy  Vinson 
Welch;  one  daughter,  Sharon 
Murphy;  two  sons,  Jim  Welch 
and  Jerry  V.  Welch;  one 
brother,  Earnest  Lee  Welch; 
and  five  grandchildren. 


|  MAIN  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH,] 
Goodman,  Mi*.,  la  currently  waking  a 
full-time  pastor.  A  traditional  SBC,  resident 
membership  95.  Send  resumes  or  contact 
to  Main  Street  Baptist  Church,  pastor 
search  committee,  Billy  May,  chairman, 
P.O.  Bo*  206,  Goodman,  MS  39079. 


MUSIC  YOUR  MINISTRY?  Do  you 
have  a  heart  for  youth?  Immanuel 
Baptist  Church,  Vicksburg,  Mi*.,  is 
accepting  resumes  for  minister  of 
music/youtiVeducation.  Send  to  person¬ 
nel  committee  chariman,  Immanuel 
Baptist  Church,  6949  Hwy  61  South, 
Vicksburg,  MS  39180. 


CORINTH, 
Mi*.,  seeks  full-time  Associate  pastor  for 
Christian  education  &  administration. 
FtosMon  responsible  for  overall  church 
programs  and  church  affairs  administra¬ 
tion.  FBC  has  825  resident  members. 
Successful  candidate  will  be  seminary 
graduate  with  excellent  Interpersonal 
skills  and  experience  In  similar  position. 
Mail  resumes  to  FBC  search  committee, 
501  Main  Street,  Corinth,  MS  38834. 


CHURCH  is  seeking  a  full-time  youth 
minister.  Please  send  resume  to  East 
Philadelphia  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
304,  Philadelphia,  MS  39350. 
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New  Hope  Church,  Fox- 
worth,  will  ordain  Lars  Stens- 
land  III  to  the  ministry  Novem¬ 
ber  21  at  6:30p.m.  A  meal  will  fol¬ 
low.  All  ordained  men  are  invited 
to  attend.  Tim  Parker  is  pastor. 

Williamsville  Church, 
Kosciusko,  recently  held  a  dea¬ 
con  ordination  for  two  new 
deacons.  Pictured  are  Kenneth 
Ashmore,  Sr.  with 
his  wife  June,  and 
Mark  Threet  with 
his  wife  Connie. 


community  sing  featuring  the 
Inmans  Nov.  20  at  6  pm.  Call 
(662)  895-2661  for  information. 


First  Church,  Madison, 
will  hold  Hanging  of  the 
Green  November  28  at  8:30, 
9:45,  and  11  a.m.  A  MadisoiT 
Christmas  will  be  presented 
December  3  and  5  at  7  p.m. 
and  Angel  Alert  December  12 


.  Calvary  Church, 
Columbus,  recog¬ 
nized  Frankie  Har- 
pole  for  fifty  years 
as  church  organist 
recently.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  .Nick 
Cannady,  pastor, 
and  Harpole. 


Cedar  View 

Church,  Olive  . 

Branch,  will  hold  a  Nick  Cannady,  pastor  and  Frankie  Harpole 
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The  William  Carey  College 
Speech  and  Debate  Team  won 

two  overall  sweepstakes 
awards  at  the  Louisiana  Tech 
and  University  of  Louisiana 
Swing  Tournaments  recently. 
WCCaiso  placed  fourth  overall 
in  debate.  Their  first  place  at 
Louisiana  Tech  was  a  tie  with 
the  University  of  Louisiana 
Monroe.  The  Crusaders  will 
compete  at  the  Louisiana  State 
University  Shreveport 

Tournament  November  19-21. 

The  William  Carey  College 
Cheerleaders  and  Mens 
Basketball  Team  will  host  Carey 
Hoops  at  the  Mall  November 
20  from  11  a.m.-2  p.m.  in  the 
Turtle  Creek  Mall,  Hattiesburg. 
Events  include  face  painting,  a 
basketball  exhibition  with  the 
men's  team,  autographs  with 
free  posters,  group  cheers,  and 
free  game  schedules.  This  is  a 
free  event  and  will  be  held  in 
front  of  Dillard’s. 


Bird,  Bain,  and  Williamson 


at  6:30  p.m.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (601)  856-6177. 

The  Congregational 

Care/Prayer  of  First  Church, 
Jackson,  will  sponsor  Reflections 
On  a  Celebration,  a  time  to  honor 
deceased  loved  ones,  December 
14  at  6  pm.  A  reception  will  fol¬ 
low.  For  more  information,  call 
(601)  949-1907.  Admission  is  free. 


First  Church,  Aberdeen, 
and  First  Church,  Columbus, 
are  serving  this  week  as  shoe- 
box  collection  points  for 
Operation  Christmas  Child,  a 
ministry  of  Samaritan's 
Purse.  Collection  points  are 
being  set  up  nationwide.  For 
more  information  and  to  find 
a  local  collection  point,  visit 
www.samaritan.org. 


Keniteth  &  June  Ashmore  and  Mark  &  Connie  Threet 


William  Carey  College's 
Aguado  Guitar  Club  will 

Sonsor  the  annual  Classical 
titar  Competition  December 
4  in  the  Thomas  Fine  Arts 
Building,  Hattiesburg  campus. 
The  competition  is  divided  into 
three  categories:  pre-college, 
adult,  ana  junior  college. 
Miroslav  Loncar,  director  of  the . 
competition  and  artist  in  resi¬ 
dence  at  WCC,  and  his  wife 
Natasa  Klasinc  will  conduct 
master  classes  for  intermediate 
and  advanced  students.  For 
more  information  or  to  obtain 
an  application,  contact 
Miroslav  Loncar,  William 
Carey  College,  498  Tuscan 
Avenue,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39401,  call  (601)  318-6417,  or 
email 
miroslav.loncar®wmcarey.edu. 
Entries  are  due  December  1. 

MBCB  recently  held  the 
annual  Church-Related 

Vocations  banquet  at  Blue 


Mountain  College.  Seven  schol¬ 
arships  are  awarded  yearly  to 
CRV  students  attending 
Mississippi  Baptist  colleges. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Ryan 
Bird,  We9t  Point,  who  received 
the  Clawson  scholarship;  Doug 
Bain,  professor  and  chairman 
of  the  Department  of  Biblical 
and  Associated  Studies;  and 
Randy  Williamson,  Sidon, 
who  received  the  Washburn 
scholarship. 


Bobby  Chain  recently  pre¬ 
sented  Church-Related 

Vocation  students  at  William 
Carey  College  with  copies  of 
Bob  Pittman's  biography. 
Chosen:  The  Mission  and 
Message  of  Frank  Pollard, 
before  the  monthly  CRV  meet¬ 
ing,  Hattiesburg  campus. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  John 
Blackmon,  Daniel  Caldwell, 
Chain,  Pittman,  and  Larry 
Kennedy,  president  of  WCC. 


Blackmon,  Caldwell,  Chain,  Pittman,  and  Kennedy 


Insuring  Over  8,600 
Southern  Baptist 

Churches  &  Organizations  nationwide.  The  Property 
&  Casualty  Insurance  Program  endorsed  by  the  Annuity 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Property,  Liability,  Workers  Comp.,  Auto,  Home 


For  more  information  contact: 
Perrett  Insurance  Agency,  LLC 
1-800-379-0992 
Email:  eperrett@jam.rr.com 
www.perrettin8urance.guideone.com 
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Steele  Church  Baby  Dedication,  Scott  Association 


Steele  Church  GAs  and  Mission  Friends,  Scott  Association 


Steele  Church,  Scott  their  missionproject,  Operation  and  Tracey  and  Mike 
Association,  held  a  baby  dedica-  Thank  You.  They  prepared  care  Windham.  Back  row,  Archie 
tion  recently.  Pictured  (from  left)  bags  for  soldiers  as  mey  board  Herring  and  Ladell  Blanton, 
are  Nathaniel  Keith  Williams,  planes  to  Iraa.  Pictured  (from 

son  of  Jason  and  Cassie;  Hunter  left)  are  Gabriel  Bufkin,  Wayland  Freeny  Church,  Carthage, 
Seth  Harris,  son  of  Seth  and  Crimm,  Britney  Sharp,  Kaylee  recently  held  a  child /baby 
Susan;  and  Lacey  Alana  Dolan,  Sharp,  and  Amber  Self.  dedication  service.  Pictured 

daughter  of  Kris  and  Amanda.  are  the  participants.  John 

Reggie  Williams  is  pastor.  First,  Foxworth,  ordained  Adams  is  pastor. 

Hugh  Gene  Smith  and  Mike 

The  GAs  and  Mission  Windham  as  deacons  June  13.  The  GAs  (pictured)  of  First 
Friends  of  Steele  Church,  Scott  Pictured,  front,  from  left,  are  Church,  McComb,  recently  col- 

iean< 


Association. 

Dry  Creek  Church,  Simpson 
Association,  recently  held  their 
GA  recognition  service.  Pictured 
are  those  receiving  awards. 

Red  Banks  Church,  Marshall 
County  Association,  recently 
held  a  ribbon  cutting  ceremony 
for  their  new  multi-purpose 
Pictured  (from  left)  are 
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John  Jerry  and  Peggy  Smith 
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First  Chuch  GAs,  McComb 


Freeny  Church  Baby  Dedication,  Carthagt 


Red  Banks  Church  Ribbon  Cutting,  Marshall  Association 


BAPTISTS 


Dry  Creek  Church  GAs,  Simpson  Association 


Rappa,  Robert  Mayer;  Troy  Defer, 
pastor,  tKen  Nichols,  Mark 

Watkins,  and  Jamie  Rappa. 

0 

New  Prospect  Church, 
Brookhaven,  held  a  deacon 
ordination  November  7. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Tim 
McDowell,  Willie  Welch,  pas¬ 
tor,  and  Marlon  Granger. 

John  Jerry  Smith,  minister 
of  music  at  New  Prospect 
Church,  Brookhaven,  cele¬ 
brated  50  years  in  service 
October  10.  He  is  pictured 
with  his  wife  Peggy. 


Deacons  &  wives  of  First  Church,  Foxworth 


New  Prospect  Church  Deacon  Ordination,  Brookhaven 
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NAMB  sends  88  new  missionaries  to  field 


More  states 
to  consider 
amendments 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Galvanized  bv  results  on 
Election  Day,  wnen  all  1 1  bans 
on  same-sex  "marriage"  passed, 
legislators  and  pro-family  groups 
in  at  least  seven  additional  states 
say  they  will  push  for  constitu¬ 
tional  marriage  amendments  in 
the  coming  months. 

Conservatives  and  tradi¬ 
tionalists  in  Alabama,  Arizona, 
Idaho,  Kansas,  South  Carolina, 
Texas  and  Virginia  say  they 
will  work  for  passage  of  an 
amendment  in  their  respective 
state  in  the  coming  year. 

Three  additional  states  — 
Massachusetts,  Tennessee 
and  Wisconsin  —  passed 
amendments  in  the  last  leg¬ 
islative  session  and  must 
pass  them  once  more  before 
sending  them  to  voters. 

Most  of  the  new  amend¬ 
ments  would  go  on  the  ballot 
in  2006,  although  at  least  one 
—  Kansas'  —  could  see  a  vote 
as  soon  as  2005. 

Already,  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  states  (17)  have 
marriage  amendments.  By 
2006,  that  number  could  top 
25  —  half  of  the  states. 


NOW  ONLINE  —  More 
than  197  million  people  have 
made  decisions  to  follow  Christ 
while  viewing  the  JESUS  film, 
which  is  celebrating  25  years  of 
-  ministry.  The  movie  now  can  be 
viewed  on  the  Internet  in  more 
\  than  300  languages  at 
www.JesusFilm.org.  Tne  300- 
plus  translations  available 
online  represent  the  heart  lan- 
(  guage  of  more  than  90  percent 
of  the  world's  population.  (BP 
photo  by  Roy  M.  Burroughs) 


Analysis:  Jesus  film,  25  years  old,  going  strong 


By  Erich  Bridges 

International  Mission  Board 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 
Recently  I  participated  with 
other  volunteers  in  distributing 
the  Gospel  on  the  streets  of  a 
sprawling  mega-city  in  Central 


sia.  We  struck  up  conversa¬ 
tions  with  shopkeepers,  cafe 
owners,  college  students,  bus 
passengers,  and  anyone  else 
willing  to  talk  to  us  in  the  over¬ 
whelmingly  Muslim  city.  We 
prayed  for  opportunities  to 
give  our  new  acquaintances 


small  packets  containing  a 
New  Testament,  a  video  show¬ 
ing  local  followers  of  Christ 
and  how  they  worship  —  and  a 
DVD  version  of  the  Jesus  film. 

Not  everyone  took  our  gift. 
Some  declined  politely;  a  few 
returned  it  after  looking  it  over. 
But  many  accepted  it  with 
curiosity,  gratitude,  even  emo¬ 
tion.  Tney  seemed  eager  to 
read,  hear  and  see  all  they 
could  about  Jesus.  Several 
asked  for  extra  packets. 

Almost  anywhere  you  find 

hun- 
Jesus 

by  far  the  most- 
watched  and  most-translated 
movie  in  history.  It's  also  one  of 
the  church's  most  potent  evan¬ 
gelism  tools.  The  film,  which 
First  appeared  in  theaters  in 
1979,  is  marking  the  25th  year 
of  its  amazing  run.  The  Jesus 
Film  Project,  an  arm  of  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ,  distributes 
various  versions  worldwide.  A 
few  Jesus  statistics  (updated 
Oct.  1)  will  give  you  a  feel  for 
its  global  reach: 

•  Cumulative  viewing /lis¬ 
tening  audience  (includes  mul¬ 
tiple  viewings)  since  1979: 
more  than  5.8  Dillion  people. 

•  Languages  with  Jesus 
film /audio  translations:  874, 


Bridges 


with  229  more  in  the  works. 

•  Countries  where  the  film 
has  been  shown:  228. 

•  Countries  where  the  film 

has  been 

broadcast  on 
television: 

176. 

•  Jesus 
film  prints, 
videocas¬ 
settes,  DVDs, 
and  VCDs  in 
circulation: 
moie  than 
510  million. 

•  Personal  decisions  to  fol¬ 
low  Christ  at  public  film  show¬ 
ings:  more  than  197  million. 

There's  no  slowing  down  on 
the  horizon.  In  addition  to  its 
availability  in  tailored  versions 
for  various  formats  and  age 
groups,  the  Je3us  film  just  made 
its  Internet  debut.  In  October 
the  entire  film  became  accessi¬ 
ble  online  —  in  more  than  300 
languages  —  via  streaming 
video  at  www.JesusFilm.org. 

What  is  the  continuing 
power  of  this  movie?  When 
people  see  the  Jesus  film,  they 
see  Jesus  —  and  understand  His 
words  —  often  for  the  first  time. 

"Jesus  speaks  our  language!" 
One  elderly  woman  in 
Mozambique  joyously  cried 


after  seeing  the  first  showing  of 
the  Jesus  him  in  her  Makhuwa 
language.  Inter  national 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  missionar¬ 
ies  spearheaded  the  Makhuwa 
version  of  the  film  and  saw 
thousands  come  to  Christ 
among  the  five-million-mem¬ 
ber  animistic  people  group. 

As  missionaries  continue 
to  push  into  people  groups 
that  have  little  literacy  and  no 
Bible  knowledge,  it's  requir¬ 
ing  them  to  re-tnink  using  the 
(Jesus)  film,"  IMB  media 
strategist  Mark  Snowden 
notes.  "In  many  places,  they 
delay  showing  the  film  until 
basic  concepts  of  God,  sin  and 
redemption  are  understood 
by  the  people.  Otherwise,  in 
places  where  ancestors  or 
other  gods  are  worshiped,  the 
people  will  just  add  Jesus  to 
their  pantheon  of  gods." 

When  those  concepts  are 
effectively  communicated 
first,  the  film  is  increasingly 
becoming  "a  discipleship  tool 
for  new  believers,"  Snowden 
adds.  "They  view  Jesus'  life 
and  readily  identify  with  the 
disciples  who  are  seeking  to 
follow  Jesus." 

Happy  25th  birthday  to  the 
Jesus  nun.  May  your  influ¬ 
ence  increase! 


STONE  MOUNTAIN,  Ga. 
(BP)  —  "How  many  missionar¬ 
ies  do  we  have  here  today?" 
Edwin  Lamb  asked  as  he  looked 
out  over  the  crowd  gathered  at 
Mountain  Park  First  Church. 
Seated  before  him  were  88 
North  American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  missionaries  and 
about  800  friends  and  members 
of  the  suburban  Atlanta  church. 

As  a  few  hands  slowly  began 
to  rise,  the  deacon  quicldy 
responded,  "That's  right,  raise 
those  hands.  We  are  all  mission¬ 
aries,  today  and  every  day." 

Those  comments  as  Lamb 
led  the  congregation  in  the 
opening  prayer  set  the  tone  for 
NAMBys  November  7  mission¬ 
ary  commissioning  service.  As 
missionaries  introduced  them¬ 
selves  and  gave  a  brief  summa¬ 
ry  of  their  ministry,  the  point 
was  subtly  and  repeatedly  dri¬ 
ven  home  —  God  nas  called  all 
believers  to  be  on  mission  for 
Him  wherever  they  live. 

While  an  emotional  ceremo¬ 
ny  for  the  missionaries  and 
their  families,  the  event  was 
especially  meaningful  for 
Samuel  and  Rebecca  Caballero 
of  Colorado.  They  were  being 
commissioned  along  with  their 
son  and  daugnter-in-law, 
Fernando  and  Donna  Caballero. 
While  the  older  couple  will 
serve  in  Denver  in  church 
planting  among  a  variety  of  eth¬ 
nic  groups,  the  younger  couple 
will  be  statewide  missionaries 
for  multiethnic  church  planting. 

"Dad  and  I  have  always 
worked  together  since  I  Was 
13.  That's  when  he  first  asked 
me  to  play  the' guitar  for  one 


of  the  new  churches  he  was 
starting,"  Fernando  Caballero 
said,  "ft's  a  real  joy  to  be  serv¬ 
ing  with  him  and  mom  as 
missionaries  in  Colorado." 

In  his  testimony,  Samuel 
Caballero  explained  how  he 
and  Rebecca  would  be  work¬ 
ing  among  the  39  ethnic 
groups  in  Denver.  With  more 
tnan  100  languages  spoken  in 
the  city,  the  challenge  would 
be  daunting  without  the 
prayers  of  Southern  Baptists 
around  the  world,  he  added. 

Cabellero  and  his  wife  have 
started  18  churches  in  the  past 
31  years  in  Colorado  and  look 
forward  to  being  used  of  God 
to  start  even  more.  But  he 
emphasized  the  need  for  more 
laborers  to  be  called  alongside 
them  in  the  harvest. 

"We  are  praying  for  you  to 
respond  to  the  call  of  God  on 
your  life,  just  like  we  read  in 
Luke  10.  We  need  you  to  join  us 
in  the  harvest  on  the  mission 
field,  wherever  that  might  be.  If 
God  has  placed  a  burden  on 
your  heart,  respond  today  to 
His  calling.  You  will  never 
regret  your  decision." 

The  dual  commissioning 
was  the  first  for  NAMB,  mis¬ 
sionary  mobilization  team 
director  Jane  Bishop  said. 

NAMB  President  Robert  E. 
(Bob)  Reccord  told  the  crowd 
that  the  world  of  2004  is  identi¬ 
cal  to  the  world  when  Christ 
walked  the  dusty  streets  of 
Israel.  It's  a  world  caught  up  in 
its  own  pursuits  and  is  in  just 
as  big  of  a  need  for  a  Savior.  In 
comparing  the  two  worlds, 
Reccord  noted  that  with  all  of 


FAMILY  AFFAIR  —  Samuel  Caballero  was  one  of  88  new  North 
American  missionaries  commissioned  November  7.  along  along  with 
his  wife,  son,  and  daughter-in-law.  The  family  will  be  starting  new 
Southern  Baptist  churches  in  Colorado.  (Photo  courtesy  of  NAMB) 


the  decadence  and  self-absorp¬ 
tion,  in  a  matter  of  months  the 
Christian  church  exploded 
from  a  handful  of  disciples  to 
more  than  50,000  believers. 

"In  Acts  11:19  we  read 
about  the  church  going  to  the 
uttermost  parts  oflhe  world.  I 
want  you  to  know  that  those 
who  went  were  those  layper¬ 
sons  who  were  sitting  in  the 
pews,  just  like  you  are  doing 
today/  he  said. 

Reccord  then  said  the 
church  encountered  such  phe¬ 
nomenal  success  because  it 
was  focused  on  its  mission.  "I 


want  to  remind  you  that  the 
church  does  not  exist  for  those 
who  sit  in  the  pews;  it  exits  for 
those  who  do  not  yet  sit  in  the 
pews.  It  exists  to  reach  those 
who  have  not  yet  been  reached 
with  the  Good  News." 

Southern  Baptists'  newest 
missionaries  will  join  more 
than  5,100  current  NAMB 
missionaries  who  serve  in 
every  state,  province  and  ter¬ 
ritory  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  supported  by  gifts 
through  tne  Cooperative 
Program  and  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering. 
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"CLINIC"  OPENS 

Editor: 

Planned  Parenthood  has 
recently  opened  a  "health  clinic" 
on  Highway  49  just  south  of 
Hattiesburg.  This  organization 
seeks  to  portray  itself  as  moder¬ 
ate,  and  interested  only  in  edu¬ 
cating  young  people.  Their 
world  view,  however,  is  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  of  most  Baptists. 

Please  encourage  your  reader 
to  go  to  an  online  search  engine 
and  type  in,  "Planned  Parent¬ 
hood/'  or  visit  their  web  site  at 
www.plannedparenthood.org. 
As  Christians,  we  must  not  be 
ignorant  as  to  the  philosophy 
and  purpose  of  this  organization. 

In  tneir  rush  to  protect 
young  people  from  pregnancy 
which  would  result  in  birth, 
they  advocate  and  encourage 
many  types  of  sexual  encoun¬ 
ters.  They  also  "counsel" 
young  people  on  any  and  all 
types  of  sexual  questions. 
Although  it  is  true  that  they 
sometimes  do  refer  expectant 
mothers  to  adoption  services, 
the  vast  majority  of  their  refer¬ 
rals  are  for  abortions.  The 
majority  of  their  clients  are  girls 
between  the  ages  of  15-24. 

They  are  under  no  obligation 
to  inform  parents  that  their  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  "counseled"  at 


their  clinics.  They  are  not  held 
accountable  for  the  results  of  the 
behaviors  that  they  teach  and 
encourage.  They  are  free  to  refer 
expectant  mothers  for  abor¬ 
tions,  hand  out  birth  control, 
and  promote  their  philosophies 
regarding  sex  and  abortion. 

The  new  "clinic"  on 
Highway  49  is  a  very  real  dan¬ 
ger  to  the  girls  of  Forrest 
County.  Because  what  they 
teach  and  promote  is  antitheti¬ 
cal  to  the  Christian  world  view, 
it  is  a  very  real  threat  to  us  all. 

Sylvia  McCracken 

Clinton 

SEEKING  INFO 
Editor: 

I  am  doing  research  on  the 
influence  of  tne  Christian  faith 
and  us*  of  the  Bible  in  public 
schNkfei%  Mississippi  m  the 
190«»  Gte  practice  many  have 
mentioned  to  me  that  fascinates 
me  was  the  requirement  that 
many  public  school  teachers  in 
years  past  had,  that  their  stu¬ 
dents  answer  roll  call  each  day 
by  quoting  a  Bible  verse.  The 
practice  ofnaving  school  assem¬ 
blies  where  the  whole  school 
would  sing  Christian  hymns 
and  have  local  pastors  to  come 
on  a  weekly  basis  to  preach  the 
Bible  to  all  of  the  students  is 


Storage  •  Office  •  Warehouse  •  Workshop  •  Church 
20’  x  20’  up  to  80’  x  200’ 

Metal  Roofing  •  Roof  Overs. 
Commercial  or  Residential  Standing  Seam 
or  ”R”  Screw  Down  Type 

Warranty  on  All  Work  -  Labor  and  Materials 

Call  (25 1)  625-01 1 3  for  a  Free  Quote 
or  toll-free  (800)  258-0906 

Davis  Construction 


another  common  activity  that  is 
now  considered  a  federal  crime. 

I  would  like  to  record  for 
future  generations  those  prac¬ 
tices  that  for  now  are  unfortu¬ 
nately  censored  and  forbidden  in 
public  schools.  If  you  were  in 
public  schools  in  the  days  when 
we  had  more  freedom  of  religion 
and  when  school  boards  weren't 
scared  to  death  of  the  ACLU, 
and  you  have  information  that 
would  shed  light  on  the  use  of 
the  Bible  and  the  incorporation 
of  biblical  truth  in  public  school 
textbooks,  please  contact  me  at 
hischild60@gmail.com. 
Telephone:  (601)  477-9333 

(work),  or  (601)  477-9060  (home). 

David  Allen,  pastor 

West  Ellisville  Church 

Ellisville 

THANKS  FOR  HELP 
Editor: 

As  most  of  your  readers 
know,  Florida  has  been  hard-hit 
by  hurricanes  this  year.  On 
September  15-16,  the  Florida 
Panhandle  was  devastated  by 
Hurricane  Ivan.  Having  lived  on 
the  Mississippi  and  Florida  Gulf 
coasts  for  that  past  25  years,  I 
must  say  this  was  the  worst  I 
have  seen  in  all  this  time. 

On  my  church  field  alone,  27 
families  lost  their  homes  and 
almost  every  other  home  suf¬ 
fered  significant  damage.  When 
we  emerged  from  our  hiding 
places,  we  were  absolutely 
awed  by  the  destruction  we 
saw!  Trees,  houses,  fences, 
highways,  bridges,  gas  stations, 
grocery  stores,  and  power  lines 
had  been  destroyed.  We  hardly 
knew  where  to  start. 

Who  should  come  to  our  res¬ 
cue?  Baptists!  They  came  from 
everywhere  —  including  Missis¬ 
sippi.  They  brought  food,  ice, 
water,  gas,  chainsaws,  encour¬ 
agement,  and  helping  hands.  At 
our  church,  we  were  recipients  of 
gifts  from  First  Church,  Long 
Beach;  Strayhom  Church,  Sarah; 
and  First  Church,  Senatobia. 

It  is  impossible  to  find  the 
words  adequate  to  express  our 
gratitude  to  these  wonderful 


folks.  With  the  loving  help  of  so 
many,  we  are  gradually  dig¬ 
ging  out  of  the  mud  and  rubble 
that  Ivan  left  behind. 

I  was  proud  to  tell  my  congre¬ 
gation  that  these  wonderful 
helpers  were  from  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches.  Truly,  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptists  have  touched 
Florida.  I  always  knew  that  the 
most  generous  and  caring  folks 
in  the  world  were  Mississip- 
pians.  Thank  you  for  loving  us 
through  the  storm  and  coming  to 
help  us  in  the  Name  of  Jesus. 

David  W.  Spencer,  pastor 

First  Church,  Milton,  Fla. 

FRIENDS  NEEDED 

Editor: 

The  Fellowship  of  Baptist 
Educators  will  soon  be  receiv¬ 
ing  about  2,000  letters  from 
Chinese  students  in  grades  of 
7-12  who  are  taking  English. 
Each  letter  will  be  written  in 
English  and  addressed,  "To  My 
American  Friend."  The  Baptist 
educators  group  is  looking  for 
Christian  young  people  who 
will  volunteer  to  answer  letters, 
using  guidelines  and  instruc¬ 
tions  that  will  be  provided. 

It  makes  a  good  missions 
activity  for  Sunday  School 
classes,  Acteens  or  Challengers 
groups.  World  Changers,  and 
any  other  Christian  group. 
Many  have  had  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  share  their  faith  with  a 
Chinese  pen  pal,  and  since  the 
letters  are  often  read  in  class 
when  they  are  received  in 
China,  they  can  impact  a  whole 
room  full  of  students. 

The  letters  will  arrive  from 
China  during  December  and 
will  be  sent  to  those  requesting 
them  shortly  after  January  15. 
Deadline  for  receiving  requests 
is  January  15. 

Direct  all  requests  for  letters 
to  Dr.  John  T.  Carter,  Executive 
Director,  Fellowship  of  Christian 
Educators,  Samford  University 
Box  292305,  Birmingham,  AL 
35229.  Telephone:  (205)  822- 
4106.  E-mail:  j-fcarter@juno.com. 

John  T.  Carter 

Birmingham 


f 

Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
printed.  No  multi-copy  or  form 
letters  will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's 
discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of 
cooperating  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  where  correspondent  is  a 
member.  (Mississippi  Baptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing.  * 

Correspondents  should  refrain 

from  personal  attacks.  The 

opinions  expressed  in  letters  to 

the  editor  do  not  necessarily 

reflect  the  views  of  the  Mississippi 

Baptist  Convention  Board.  \ 

No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no  * 

longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


f  FIRST  BAPTIST 

CHURCH,  GARDEN  LAKES  ' 

Avondale,  Arizona 

Invites  Your  Indication  of  Interest  In 

$2,000,000 

First  Mortgage  Bonds 

7  Isaac  Date:  1 1/22/2004 

if  O  /  Interest  Rates  Range 
•  /O  3.50%  to  7.50% 

Issue  Date  and  Rates  Anticipated 

Bond  Maturity  Range  6  roootha  to  25  years.  Bondi  are  available  in 
multiple#  of  $250.  These  bands  may  be  placed  in  self-directed 
retirement  accounts  in  most  cases. 

Jhu  armounctmmt  0  neither  an  offer  nor  a  eoUcttatkm  ofm  offer  to  buy  The  ogbr  it  mtede 
For  man  information  about  this  bond  it tut,  obtain  a  proipectia,  rdtlch 


UP  TO 


deseribat  all  of  tit*  particulars  cf  this  undertaking  W  U  carefuOy  before  you  tnw  or 
tend  money  Alt  bonds  an  offend  at  fret  value.  subject  to  prior  tale 


Bn  1430  Lelia  Drive 
^  Jackson,  MS  39216 
-  601-948-4500 


For  Additional  Information  Contact: 

Marc  Daniels 
(883)-S 76-1 739 
mdanlelsf&ivesUavelL  com 


FINALLY  AFFFORDABLE  HEALTH 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christumer-ins.com. 
STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serv¬ 
ing  MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800) 
605-2970. 

SEBRENS  SIDING,  IACKSON,  MISS. 

Christian  owned  home  improvements,  vinyl 
siding,  windows,  metal  roots,  patio  covers, 
screen/glass  rooms.  (601 )  992-2092  or  (800) 
453-2994.  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 

FBC  CROSSETT,  ARKANSAS  is  search- 
ing  (or  God’s  man  for  Minister  of 
youth.  The  church  averages  400-500  in 
Sunday  School  Submit  resumes  to  701 
Main  Street,  Crossett,  AR  71635  or 

lwhitedfbccrossett.com.  _ 

FBC  CABOT  ARKANSAS  IS  SEEKING  full¬ 
time  Associate  pastor  for  worship  and  music. 
Seminary,  contemporary/traditional,  tech¬ 
nology,  people  skills,  plus  experience.  Music 
search  committee,  PO  Box  1 023,  Cabot,  AR 


HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO 
EXPENSIVE?  Call  toll-free  today  (877) 
232-0686.  We  can  Help!  Major  Medical 
Hospital  &  surgical  plan.  Doctors  office 


visits,  prescription  drugs,  life,  dental, 
medicare  supplement,  low  rates.  Have 
current  Health  problems?  We  can  Help! 
E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance. 

AMERICA'S  FASTEST  GROWING  Christian 
long  distance  company.  3.9/minute,  no 
monthly  fees.  No  codes  or  restrictions,  6 
second  billing.  250,000  happy  customers. 
Toll-free  (866)  587-8346  or  www.covenant- 

phonesetvice.com. _ 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 

ColumbtMadoon,  (877)  477-1899. _ 

SENIOR  HIGH  YOUTH  PASTOR  position 
We  are  looking  for  a  strong  leader  with  a  great 
track  record  of  gowth  to  join  the  focused  learn 
of  a  7,000  merrier  druid).  Excellent  package 
offered.  Twelve  (1 2)  high  schools  within  a  20 
minute  drive.  For  more  information  and  to 
apply  :r  online  please  visit 


MIDDLE  SCHOOL  YOUTH  PASTOR 

position  (grades  6-8).  We  are  looking  for  a 
strong  leader  with  a  great  track  record  of 
growth  to  join  the  focused  team  of  a 
7,000  member  church.  Excellent  package 
offered.  Seventeen  (17)  middle  schools 


within  a  30  minute  drive.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  and  to  apply  online  please  visit 
www.cascadehilk.qyTV')ob_opp4ndex^sp. 
SEEKING  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF 
music/worship  leader  for  a  southern  baptist 
congregation  that  engages  in  a  blended 
style  of  worship.  The  church's  television 
ministry  covers  a  five  state  area.  Seminary 
degree  preferred.  Submit  resume  to  music 
search  committee,  attn:  music  office,  2890 

Broadway,  Paducah,  KY  42001 . _ 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND  YOUTH: 
Aliceville  First  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a 
full-time  minister  to  serve  and  equip  our 
church  in  music  and  youth  ministries. 
Please  send  resumes  to  search  committee, 
323  Broad  Street  Aliceville,  AL  35442.  Or 
call  (205)  373-2386  for  more  information. 
PERSONALIZED  CHRISTIAN  CD  FOR 
children.  The  perfect  gift,  includes  their 
name  (72)  times  with  songs  and  the 
gospel  presented  (John  3:16  and  oth¬ 
ers).  Call  CDHQ  at  (888)  831-9673, 

extension  410,  Don't  wait. _ 

CHURCH  rEW  UPHOLSTER*  free  esti¬ 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  Miss., 
phone  (601  >776-6617. 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Be  Thankful 


Psalm  65:1-13 


By  Geneva 


The  Oriental  lilies  spiral  heav¬ 
enly  with  their  vibrant  blossoms. 
The  graceful  mockingbird  fusses 
around  in  protection  of  its 
nestlings.  The  morning  air  is 
sweet  and  free.  I  am  an 
American,  a  citizen  of  the  most 
adviced  technological  country, 
affording  the  best  overall  living 
standards  in  the  world.  I  enjoy 
rights  and  privileges  never  before 


imputes  those  blessings  to 
me — and  to  every  believer 
Praise  God! 

Psalm  65,  a  harvest 
hymn  written  by  David,  1 
thanks  God  for  all  the  rains  that 
allowed  the  Israelites  to  gather  a 
bountiful  harvest.  Since  they 
were  basically  an  agricultural 
people,  his  blessing  would  be 
especially  memorable.  David 
particularly  mentions  he  plenti¬ 
ful  grains  and  he  overflowing 


rights  and  pnvileges  never  betore  tul  grams  and  the  overflowing  just  tor  tnepienm 
extended  to  people,  especially  grasslands  of  the  desert  (w.  10-  the  special  posit 
women.  I  choose  the  church  in  12).  God  hears  he  prayers  of  enjoyed  as  God 


boy  from  Bethlehem  to 
become  the  King  of  Israel 
enthroned  in  Jerusalem 
shows  how  God  is  in 
charge  of  all  destinies 
David,  in  return, 
vowed  his  faithfulness 
to  God,  his  benefactor. 
He  knew  that  God  does, 
indeed,  hear  and  answer 

J3K£S*££ 

hat  times  God  had  rescued  him,  such 
;r  a  as  from  danger  at  the  hand  of 
ley  Saul  and  from  he  sinful  mire  of 
tral  adultery  with  Bathsheba  and  he 
be  murder  of  her  husband, 
vid  David's  song  rings  of  the  over- 
nti-  whelming  goodness  of  God — not 
ing  just  for  theplentiful  harvest,  but  for 
if  the  special  position  the  Israelites 


II.  Hope  (Psalm  65:9-13) 

Hope  sets  Christians  apart  from 
unbelievers.  We  trust  the  promises 
that  God  has  made  throughout  the 
Bible.  lAfe  confidently  bdieve  that  the 
promises  and  predictions  recorded 
in  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
will  come  to  pass.  We  have  a  lot  of 
evidence  already  available  to  sub¬ 
stantiate  our  hope.  Remember  the 
promises  made  to  Adam  and  Eve 
and  heir  fulfillment  (Gen.  3);  the 
promise  made  to  Arabram  to 
become  the  father  of  a  great  nation; 
he  promise  to  the  Hebrew  nation  to 
bring  it  out  erf  Egypt;  and  the 
promise  to  the  scattered  Jews  to 
reunite  the  nation  of  Israel  [accom¬ 
plished  in  1948]— and  many,  many 


which  to  worship  my  God. 

Yes,  I  rejoice  every  time  I  reen¬ 
ter  the  boundaries  of  America, 
but,  more  importantly,  I  shout 
hanks  to  God  for  all  tne  gifts  He 
has  given  me  and  my  country. 

I,  an  undeserving  sinner,  amneir 
to  the  Kingdom  of  God.  I  am  a  king 
and  priest  (Rev.  16),  and  a  saint 


12).  God  hears  the  prayers  ot 
boh  thankfulness  and  petition 
[request  for  forgiveness]  (w.  2-3). 

I.  Forgiveness  (Psalm  65:1-4) 
When  David  penned  this 
psalm,  he  had  already  received 
forgiveness  for  many  transgres¬ 
sions  and  enjoyed  many  blessings 
that  God  had  bestowed  upon  him 


(Eph.  1:18),  not  because  I'm  saintly  personally.  To  think  that  David 
or  priestly,  but  because  my  Savior  had  risen  from  a  lowly  shepherd 


Explore  the  Bible 

A  New  Priority 

Luke  12:15-31 


James  Walters 


In  this  week's  lesson,  making 
God's  will  and  way  a  priority  is  the 
focus.  The  Kingdom  of  God  Is  to  be 
predominant  m  all  we  do.  We  are 


to  evaluate  activities  and  involve¬ 
ments  on  the  basis  of  whether  or 
not  hey  contribute  spiritually  to 
enriching  us  and  adding  to  our 
spiritual  muscle  mass. 

We  probably  know  someone 
who  is  selfish  to  the  axe.  They 
have  made  their  felt  needs  the 
number  one  priority  of  life.  There 
are  others,  however,  whose 


brother.  He  asked  Christ 
to  speak  to  his  brother 
and  tell  him  to  share  the  Wa 
family  fortune  with  him.  n* 
Jesus  saw  greed  at  work  and 
said,  "Guard  against  all  kinds  of 
greed."  Christ  told  the  man  that 
fife  is  not  lived  on  he  surplus  of 
one's  possessions.  What  is  not 
used  to  pay  the  bills  usually  is 
put  away  in  some  investment 
account.  Life  is  lived  on  the 
necessities.  What,  is  left  over  is 
abundance,  surplus. 

Perhaps  most  of  us  hank 


enjoyed  as  God's  chosen  people 
ana  the  repeated  forgiveness  of 
their  sins.  In  contrast  to  human  sin¬ 
fulness,  David  wrote  of  "he  good 
things  erf  [God's]  house,"  of  His 
"holy"  temple  (v.  4,  NIV).  People 
of  Dtivid's  time,  as  well  as  people 
of  he  twenty-first  century,  should 
understand  hat  all  good  thing? 
come  from  he  Lord.  We  are  the 
epitome  of  sin  in  contrast  to  God's 
supreme  holiness. 


against  he  encroach¬ 
ment  of  greed. 


ed  to  by  the  Old  Testament  writers 
was  he  coming  of  a  savior;  aocom- 

•  a  •  a  i.a  .a  ’'a  a  .a  •  a  l 


Possessions  aren't  per¬ 
manent,  Luke  12:16-21 
Jesus  told  a  parable 
of  a  foolish  rich  man. 
Not  all  rich  men  are 
smart.  Christ  pointed 
out  hat  he  conse- 
quences  will  be  he 
Walters  same  for  all  hose  who 
nd  are  rich  in  everything  except  a 
of  relationship  with  Goa.  The  con- 
nat  sequence  of  greatest  significance 
;  of  is  hat  all  our  wealth  in  material 
not  goods  will  be  left  behind  when 
is  we  die.  Having  no  spiritual 
ent  account  with  God  will  prove  to 
the  be  the  worst  form  of  bankruptcy, 
is  In  the  parable,  a  wealthy  man 
was  blessed  with  an  abundant 
ink  harvest  Since  he  was  in  total  con- 
ice  trol,  meaning  no  interference  from 


number  one  priority  ot  life.  There  remaps  most  ot  us  tnaruc  narvest  since  ne  was  m  total  con- 
are  others,  however,  whose  God  hat  here  is  an  abundance  trol,  meaning  no  interference  from 
example  challenges  us  to  draw  of  possessions  and  income.  But  God,  he  decided  to  expand.  By 
even  closer  to  God,  and  let  Him  when  is  enough,  enough?  Do  doing  so,  he  created  a  greater 
take  up  more  and  more  space  in  we  buy  a  new  suit  because  we  capacity  to  hoard  abundance.  His 
our  spiritual  life.  Thank  God  for  need  it,  or  because  we  can?  Do  mistake  was  not  seeing  his 
hose  goal  examples.  we  have  a  bass  boat  on  order  impoverished  spiritual  condition. 

because  we  need  one  to  sur-  Unaware  of  the  future,  he  had  no 
Guard  against  greeiv  Luke  vive,  or  because  we  have  sur-  corresponding  sense  of  urgency  to 
12:15  plus  income  to  spend?  Based  address  spiritual  priorities.  He 

A  man  in  the  crowd  asked  on  the  teaching  of  Christ,  want-  died.  Someone  else  benefited 


Guard  against  greedtLuke 
12:15 

A  man  in  the  crowd  asked 
Jesus  to  talk  to  his  brother.  Now, 
he  was  not  concerned  about  his 
brother's  health.  The  man  didn't 
want  Jesus  to  minister  to  his 


we  buy  a  new  suit  because  we  capacity  to  hoard  abundance.  His 
need  it,  or  because  we  can?  Do  mistake  was  not  seeing  his 
we  have  a  bass  boat  on  order  impoverished  spiritual  condition, 
because  we  need  one  to  sur-  Unaware  of  he  future,  he  had  no 
vive,  or  because  we  have  sur-  corresponding  sense  of  urgency  to 
plus  income  to  spend?  Based  address  spiritual  priorities.  He 
on  the  teaching  of  Christ,  want-  died.  Someone  else  benefited 
ing  more  material  things  on  our  from  his  improvements.  He  stood 
plate  than  we  could  possibly  before  God  penniless,  with  no  one 
consume  is  greed  in  tne  mak-  to  blame  for  his  spiritual  poverty, 
ing.  We  are  to  be  on  guard  but  his  own  flawed  value  system. 


how  could  anyone  doubt  Jesus' 
promise  to  return? 

In  verse  5,  God  our  Savior  is 
defined  as  "he  hope  of  all  he 
ends  of  he  earth  and  of  the  far¬ 
thest  seas"  (emphasis  added). 
Although  David's  immediate  goal 
was  to  show  hat  God's  presence 
could  be  felt  even  by  he  maritime 
sailors,  his  prophetic  comment 

Worry  is  wasted  effort,  Luke 
12:22-28 

The  story  is  told  of  a  fictitious 
knight  going  on  a  journey.  He 
loaded  pots  and  pans  because  he 
worried  hat  he  might  need  to 
prepare  his  own  meals.  He  car¬ 
ried  a  change  or  two  of  armor, 
worrying  some  damage  might 
ruin  he  one  he  was  wearing.  Out 
of  worry,  he  added  a  sack  or  two 
of  extra  feed  for  his  horse  in  case 
there  wasn't  good  grazing  for  his 
animal.  He  even  included  sun 
screen  and  shades  along  with  his 
bathing  suit  in  case  ne  came 
upon  a  Deach  where  he  could  get 
a  tan.  He  loaded  his  generator, 
TV,  computer,  printer,  cell  phone, 
and  a  book  or  two  for  leisure 
time.  After  gathering  up  every¬ 
thing  he  thought  he  might  need 
he  started  on  his  journey.  He 
weighed  a  ton!  The  first  bridge  he 
came  to  gave  way  under  the 
weight  of  all  his  excess  baggage. 
He  drowned  because  he  had  for¬ 
gotten  to  pack  a  life  preserver! 

However  good  we  may  be  at 
anticipating  the  future,  sonjething 
unforeseen  almost  always  occurs. 
It  does  for  me,  anyway.  The  best 
way  to  live  is  in  confidence  God 
will  take  care  of  us.  We  should  be 
reasonably  prepared  for  what 
may  come  our  way,  but  wallow¬ 
ing  in  worry  over  whether  we 


extends  his  limited  vision  of 
humanity  far  beyond.  Individuals 
across  the  globe  who  believe  that 
God  gave  His  only  begotten  son 
so  that  they  might  believe  in  His 
name  and  nave  everlasting  life  fit 
into  David's  vision  of  hope  for 
those  from  "foe  farthest  seas." 

III.  Provisions  (Psalm  65:9-13) 

Again,  praise  God  that  His  pro¬ 
vision  for  our  salvation  is  absolute. 
Additionally,  God's  blessings  are 
enjoyed  through  nature:  foe  allu¬ 
vial  deltas  ana  fertile  slopes,  foe 
mineral  rich  mountains,  and  foe 
treasures  from  the  seas  all  yield 
harvests  of  bountifulness  for  our 
consumption  and  enjoyment  The 
meadows  lift  their  leafy  blades  in 
thankfulness  to  foe  Father  of 
showers  and  streams:  "they  shout 
for  joy  and  sing"  (v.  13,  NIV). 
Indeed,  God  is  the  Provider  for  all 
creation— plant  and  animal  king¬ 
doms,  and  the  heavens  and  earth. 

Humankind  needs  tire  provi¬ 
sions  of  nature  to  live  physically; 
they  need  foe  provisions  of  God 
to  five  spiritually.  Praise  God! 

England  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Grenada. 

have  left  anything  out  is  weary¬ 
ing.  Our  prayer  time  can  become 
little  more  than  time  spent  worry¬ 
ing  on  our  knees,  trying  to  ask 
specifically  for  what  we  might 
need,  as  if,  should  we  leave  any¬ 
thing  out,  we're  sunk.  . 

Concentrate  on  the 
Kingdom,  Luke  12:29-31 

Food,  clothing  and  shelter  are 
necessities.  Imagine  these  basic 
necessities  being  regarded  as 
secondary.  Jesus  does.  Many  of 
us  never  get  past  the  necessities 
to  foe  essentials.  Essentials  have 
to  do  with  what  is  needed  in 
order  to  foe  who  we  are.  We  are 
more  than  coats  and  bowls  of 
soup.  We  are  more  than  people 
who  live  in  two-car  garages. 

"The  heathen  spend  their 
time  worrying  about  what  they ' 
will  wear  or  what  they  will  eat, 
Jesus  said,  "Don't  be  like  them." 
God  knows  us  well  enough  to 
know  we  need  tilings.  But  He 
has  more  than  a  cursory  knowl¬ 
edge  of  us.  Human  beings  need 
more  than  survival.  We  must 
have  purpose.  Perhaps,  we  are 
never  at  our  best  until  we  are 
sacrificing  the  necessities  for  the 
essentials.  God  bless  us! 

Walters  is  member  of  temple 
Church,  Hattiesburg. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and 
helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed 
to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 
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Ed  Plgott 

■“JSSu.  Memosuu 

Doug  A  Margie  Hubbard  _ 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Dwry  C. 

Crowell  ..  .  .  1.  . 

n..  .  .rjl^  Maud*  Alford 

Matear  William  Carter  Jayroe  y  y  „  .  ,  ^  . 


The  Wesley  Lee  Family 
Scott  &  Sandra  Hatton 

November  1-14, 2004 
Honors 


Ms.  Peggy  Susan  Ward 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Sidney  Little 

Greg.  Pam.  Chelsea  A 
Ethan  Lee 

Mrs.  Juanita  R.  Miller 
Ms.  Julie  K.  Russell 
Faye  Minton 

Sanctuary  SSC,  N  Oxford 
BC-Oxfotd 
Sally  Wray  Moore 

Mrs.  Charline  N.  Moor 
Walter  A  Dot  Moor* 

Ms.  Edythe  M.  McArthur 
Kay  MoreJan 

Ms.  Emma  M.  Grimm 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Don  Morgan 
Miss  Mary  Alice  Jolly 
Mrs.  Ethel  Nance 
Mrs.  Jean  King 
Mrs.  Ellen  Rainey 
Mrs.  Jean  King 
Charles  W.  Renfrew 

Mrs.  Edna  M.  Gilliland 
Ronny  Robinson 

Mr.  Lee  Caldwell 
Dr.  Dutch  Short 

Anonymous  Donor 
Allan  A  Erin  Smith 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Bobby  D.  Pika 
Grace  Stewart 

Mr.  Shea  Davis 
Ken  A  Hally*  Stringer 

Fowler  Buick  -  OMC  Co. 
Mrs.  Peggy  Thylor 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Koo  Ellzy  ' 
Anna  Clair*  Vane* 

Mrs.  Charles  Sheffield 


Mrs.  Rachel  C.  Browning 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Karl  E  Clar 
Mrs.  Barbara  J.  Jackson 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Donald  W. 


Johnston 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herbert  A. 
Morgan 

Mr.  Clytte  Cal* 

Dr.  A  Mr*.  Roy  W. 
Daughdrill 

Mrs.  Cland  ana  C.  Coleman 
Spring  HIUBC 
Kaa  Coflums 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  C.  Lae 

Dorothy  Criddls 

Mrs.  Pamela  Wright  Cook 
Mr.  Jha  Crew* 

Mr.  Ronald  L.  Bailey 
Mrs.  Gladys  Camadne 
Mr.  A  Mis  EIHs  O. 


SWEET  POTATO  KINGS 


nr-  •  »*,  ji  i  ,  .,  .  M„r-  ierrel1  Flemming  and  Rev.  Jeff  Gilder,  pastor  of  Pleasant  Grove 

in  Woodland,  delivered  18  cases  of  sweet  potatoes  for  the  residents  of  The  BCV.  The  sweet 
potatoes  were  donated  by  farmers  in  Calhoun  County. _ 

Mrs.  Estelle  Keathley 
Trinity  BC 
Mrs.  Ruth  Kelly 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Oakes 
Raymoa  Kelly 

Ms.  Faye  C.  Kelly 
Thomas  B.  "Jack"  Kennedy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Virgil  Boone 
Mr.  Bennie  Klllebrew 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Marvin  V. 

Linder 

Mr*.  John  M.  Tidwell  Sr. 
Audrey  King 

Ms.  Glenda  C.  Pry 
Mr.  Victor  Kuxmitx 

Mm  Patricia  C.  Duckworth 
RoaabeUe  J.  Land  -  > 

Kelly  Land 
Mrs.  Etete  Landers 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  R.  Tew  A 

Family 

Marjorie  Under 

Ms.  Jean  W.  Polk 
W.  Baldwin  Lloyd 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Albert  H. 
Waiters 

Mr*.  Mary  Stokaa  Lnka 
Mrs.  Carrie  S.  Evans 


Bobble  A  Ted  Dear  Sr. 

Mrs.  Joy  L.  Harris 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ted  Dear,  Sr. 

Mr.  Kevan  Clinard 
Jonathan  Devore 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Odie  Smith  Ir. 
Emily  Breland  Downs 

Mis.  Lorene  Breland 
Mr.  H.  B.  Duckworth,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cliff  Bailey 
H.  B.  Duckworth 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Oliver  N.  King 
Mabeth  Durham 

Ms.  Margaret  H.  Durham 
Dr.  Doyle  Eaves 

Ben,  Judy  A  Adam  Day 
Mrs.  Clytie  Eaves 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Fortenberry 
Mettye  C.  Edmonson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Rigby 
Flo  M.  Ellis 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Odie  Smith  Jr. 
Ray  Engelhardt 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Timmy  Leshe 
Bessie  Faust 

Ms.  Louise  P.  Faust 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Fitts 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Ttacy  J.  Moser 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ray  Scott 
Mrs.  Nancy  Shelton 
Wei  ton  Fortenberry 

Ms.  Gladys  Lee  Sistnmk 
Dorothy  Freeman 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aubry  L.  Hays 
Faye  R.  Full  wood 
Bank  of  Benoit 
Gregory  Stephen  Galloway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Vaughn 
Galloway 
Myra  Gay 

Ms.  Betty  D.  Kilgore 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  W.  R  Moore 
Wallace  Gentry 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  L.  Merritt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  P.  Messer 
Abby  Grace  Glbaon 

Mr.  A  Mr?  Billy  Whitten 
Amy  Grace  Gibson 

Mrs.  Lillie  M.  McDuff 
Darryl  Glbaon 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  H.  Cropp 
Mrs.  Hazel  R.  Howie 
Elisabeth  B.  Glbaon 

Mrs.  Catherine  S.  Regan 
Guy  Glbaon 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bob  Coleman 
James  R.  Glbaon 

Ms.  Jean  Manning  Kirk 
Ann  Flatter  Godwin  - 

Men’s  SSC.  FBC-Leiand 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Maurice  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Prod  A.  Ballard 
Mr.  J.  B.  Grantham 

Mrs.  Edith  M.  Aldridge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  C.  Gray 


Faye  Hannon 

John  A  Becky  Sautters 
Wayne  Harris 

Adult  Couples  SSC  of 
Bethany  BC-Calhoun  City 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  C.  Lee 
Murke  Harrison 

Sammy  A  Susan  Wilbanks 
Mrs.  Wilda  Thigpen  Harward 
Ms.  Winnie  Carlisle 
Janell  Hatton 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  E. 

Break  field 

Laura  Douglas  Hawes 

Mrs.  Bill  Moody 
J.  R.  Henry,  Jr. 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Henry  Jr. 

E.  J.  Henry 

Leslie  A  Sara  Catherine 
Brooks 

Eilaen  Herron 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  H.  Stanley 
Paula  Heater 

Wes  A  Betty  Westmoreland 
Mrs.  Ruby  Hid 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Odie  Smith  Jr. 
Billy  K.  Hodges 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  Dale 

Smith 
Bob  Hogan 

Tiny  Faulk  Family 
Ira  Hoggatt 

Betty  A  David  Neely 


As  you  reflect  this  Thanksgiving  season  on  the  blessing  of  family 
and  friends,  perhaps  there  is  someone  In  particular  that 
God  has  used  to  touch  your  life  in  a  special  way.  A  gift  given  to 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village 

in  honor  or  memory  of  that  special  person  would  be  an  honor  to 
their  legacy  while  giving  a  child  an  opportunity  to  experience 
the  very  special  gift  of  family.  Please  complete  the  following 
form  and  send  it  with  your  donation  to: 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
P.O.  Box  27  •  Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 


Enclosed  is  my  Thanksgiving  gift  of: 


.$100 

.Other 


I  would  like  to  give  this  gift  in  _ Honor 

Name _ 


Memory  of: 


Please  notify  the  following  person(s)  of  the  gift: 

Name _ 

Address _ .  _ 

City/St/Zip _ _ 


Please  list  the  donor(s)  as 


Name _ 

Address  _ 
City/St/Zip 


1  fTC  • 

1  JI  p 

-  ■■■ 

■  'ii 

4 

L* _ 4 

•k  a 
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Gambling  proposals  fare  poorly  with  voters 


In  Washington,  where 
voters  turned  down  a  pro¬ 
posal  to  authorize  additional 
electronic  scratch  ticket 
machines,  a  church  leader 
said  voters  will  hold  officials 
accountable  for  supporting 
future  gambling  expansion. 

imrlnr  fKo  miico  t 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
Pro-gambling  forces  went 
down  to  defeat  in  at  least  four 
states  November  2,  which  a 

called  a 


Hispanic  Dents 
want  party  to 
move  to  values 


longtime  01 
possible  "t  ^ 
the  fight  against  gambling.  IT: 

Tom  Grey,  executive  direc- 
tor  of  the  National  Coalition 
Against  Legalized  Gambling  * 

(NCALG),  said  gambling  pro-  •- 

ponents  have  now  lost  ballot  IK 
proposals  in  at  least  five  states 
this  year  and  won  only  one. 

That  follows  turning  back  43]  V* 
of  46  attempts  to  expand  gam- 1  V- 
bling  in  2003,  he  said. 

"These  results  indicate  I 
there  is  a  backlash  of  'Enough 
is  enough/"  Grey  said  of  tne 
losing  attempts  for  casino  V 
and  slot  machine  expansion. 
"[Gambling  interests]  haven't  been  able 
to  deliver  on  their  promises.  They  can't 
say,  'We've  gambled  ourselves  rich  in 
California,  so  let's  add  more.'" 


"Even  under  the  guise  of 
reducing  property  taxes,  vot- 
ers 

because  they  did 

IftiLA  12'000  casinos  with 

machines  in  their  neighbor- 
hoods,"  John 

executive 

m  Assix  iation 

mi  ’Pe.i  .:  this  initi. iC'.i  :  «••- 

not  reflect  the  vision  of  a  just 
and  caring  community  that 
go  with  it.  While  the  public  has  been  will-  seeks  to  build  its  social  fabric,"  Boonstra 
mg  to  try  it  as  a  means  to  economic  revital-  added.  "Gambling  preys  upon  the  poor  and 


MIAMI  (BP)  —  When 
President  Bush  received  nine 
percent  more  of  the  Hispanic 
vote  this  year  than  four  years 
ago,  some  of  those  Hispanics 
were  changing  their  vote  over 
key  social  issues  because 
they  believe,  the  Democratic 
Party  has  abandoned  the 
views  of  its  base  in  pursuit  of 
an  extremist  agenda. 

”1  think  the  election  has 
served  a  great  purpose  to  let  the 
whole  nation  know  there  is  a 
significant  number  of  Americans 
wno  are  very  interested  in  the 
preservation  of  certain  values 
that  have  served  as  the  moral 
foundation  for  our  country," 
Marcos  Antonio  Ramos,  a  regis¬ 
tered  Democrat  and  pastor  of 
Iglesia  Bautista  Calvario  in 
Miami,  told  Baptist  Press^but 
now  that  Bush's  second  term  is 
secured,  Hispanics,  like  many 
Americans,  expect  him  to 
uphold  his  stances  on  issues 
such  as  abortion,  faith-based  ini¬ 
tiatives  and  marriage. 

"We  expect  that  the  [Bush] 
administration  will  be  grateful 
to  those  Americans  that  voted 
for  the  administration  despite 
certain  weaknesses  or  certain 
deficiencies  that  we  have  per¬ 
ceived  in  the  last  four  years," 
he  said,  "but  the  votes  have 
been  cast  to  project  a  better 
moral  picture  tor  our  country." 


results,  the 

_ __  #  !ommission's 

Duke  wamecf  the  battle*  will  continue. 
Until  a  social  stigma  is  again  attached  to 
gambling,  its  proponents  will  continue  to 
’  '  •  more  kinds  of  gambling,  he  said. 
However,  Duke  is  encouraged  that  die 
American  people  have  come  to  the  place 
*  t  want  to  see  more  gam¬ 

bling.  "Soon  the  opportunity  will  be  there 
for  tnose  of  us  who  understand  how  dam¬ 
aging  gambling  is  to  begin  to  eliminate  some 
forms  of  gambling  in  our  communities." 


promises  aren't  fulfilled,  Duke  said.  Despite  the  encouri 

"The  only  people  enriched  by  gam-  Ethics  &  Religious  Lib 
bling  are  tne  gambling  establishments 
and  those  few  Dusinesses  that  support 
them,"  Duke  said.  "Everyone  else  suffers.  w 
The  American  people  were  willing  to  give  push  for 
it  a  try  but  I  think  they're  finding  out  that  However,  Duke  is  encoura] 
there's  no  content  behind  the  promise."  . 

*  A  pair  of  grassroots  leaders  whose  where  they  do  not 
groups  defeated  statewide  initiatives  in  bling.  "f  11  ' 

Nebraska  and  Washington  were  ecstatic  for  those  of  us  wh< 
over  the  outcomes.  "We  are  absolutely  aging  gambling  is  t(  w 
thrilled,"  said  Pat  Loontjer,  executive  forms  of  gambling  in  our  communities." 
director  of  Nebraska's  Gambling  With  However,  churches  need  to  be  careful  in 
The  Good  Life.  "We  were  outspent  25-1  expressing  opposition,  the  National 
and  still  pulled  it  off.  We  said,  Tf  we  can  Coalition  Against  Legalized  Gambling's 
pull  it  off,  it'll  be  a  miracle.'  We  were  giv-  Grey  said.  Those  who  try  to  press  the  issue 
fng  God  the  glory  all  night."  The  Omaha-  on  the  basis  of  gambling  as  a  personal  sin 
based  citizens  group  got  a  visible  boost  will  lose  every  tune,  he  said. 
from  Nancy  Osborne,  wife  of  U.S.  Rep.  "Wherever  we  can  get  a  political,  sodal 
Tom  Osborne,  formerly  the  football  and  religious  coalition  to  go  out  and  say, 
coach  at  the  University  of  Nebraska.  This  is  the  truth  about  gambling,  we  can 
Five  chinches  donated  $40,000  to  die  orga-  win,"  Grey  said.  "The  auestion  is  not  about 

_ _ _ o  __  nization,  with  much  of  die  money  used  to  air  whether  people  gamble.  It's  whether  we 

expand  gambling  and  all  the  problems  that  TV  commercials  featuring  the  coach's  wife.  put  it  on  Main  Street  and  call  it  good." 


•ansion  in  the  future. 


Dade  and  Broward  counties  winding  up  in  the  "yes"  column.  Along  with  the  Humane 
count  absentees  after  die  dead-  WPLG  reported  Broward  Society  and  Floridians  Against 
line  and  suddenly  find  a  90,000  County's  software  wasn't  Expanded  Gambling,  Grey2K 
vote  swing  in  their  favor,"  said  geared  to  count  more  than  claims  there  were  numerous 
the  Orlando-based  political  32,000  votes  in  a  precinct,  lead-  irregularities  in  the  petitions 
action  committee's  head.  ing  to  a  massive  undercount.  filed  to  place  the  measure  on  the 

At  one  point  Nov.  3,  the  vote  instead  of  passing  by  166,000  ballot.-  For  example,  Theil  said 
was  so  close  that  it  was  rated  a  votes  in  Broward  County  the  names  of  about  two  dozen 
statistical  dead  heat,  with  the  Amendment  4  passed  by  240,000  dead  people  were  included  in 
opposition's  margin  less  than  votes,  the  station  reported.  the  list  of  approved  signatures. 

50.1%  of  the  total.  The  final  1.4%  "It's  just  a  little  strange  and  In  a  follow-up  telephone 
difference  in  proponents'  favor  represents  a  statistical  anom-  survey  of  5,000  people  who 
was  crucial,  since  an  auton>atic  aly,"  Seago  said  of  the  94-6%  allegedly  signed  the  petition, 
recount  applies  if  a  vote  passes  split  in  the  undercount.  "It  68%  denied  they  had  done  so, 
by  0.5%  or  less,  Seago  said.  seems  odd  at  the  13th  hour  you  Theil  said. 

In  its  November  5  editions,  could  find  a  block  of  votes  that  Bill  Bunkley,  the  legislative 
the  Orlando  Sentinel  reported  are  that  varied."  consultant  for  the  Florida 

that  No  Casinos  chairman,  state  In  addition  to  No  Casinos'  Baptist  Convention,  also 
Rep.  Randy  Johnson,  sought  a  possible  legal  challenge,  the  believes  the  irregularities  in 
recount  but  was  turned  down  director  of  an  anti-greyhound  Broward  County  provide 
by  local  and  state  election  offi-  racing  group  also  is  contemplat-  grounds  to  contest  the  election, 
dais.  "Is  it  a  coincidence  this  ing  a  lawsuit.  Carey  Theil  of  "The  No  Casino  folks  prob- 
happens  in  a  place  most  affected  Grey2K  USA  said  tne  Boston-  ably  need  to  file  suit  immedi- 
by  the  proposal  and  where  there  based,  national  nonprofit  already  ately  because  of  the  admission 
is  the  greatest  preponderance  of  has  challenged  me  petition  that  the  software  couldn't 
support?"  Johnson  asked.  process  that  put  the  auestion  on  count  more  than  32,000  votes," 

Seago  agreed  the  flood  of  the  ballot  and  may  file  a  second  said  Bunkley,  a  Tampa-based 
absentees  from  Broward  County  lawsuit  regarding  the  count  independent  lobbyist, 

that  accounted  for  most  of  file  Filed  in  September,  the  first  "Because  of  the  inability  of 
reversal  looks  suspicious.  A  suit  alleges  Amendment  4  election  officials  to  properly 
south  Florida  TV  station  report-  was  placed  before  voters  in  a  tabulate  the  results  originally,  I 
ed  November  3  that  a  computer  fraudulent  manner.  A  hearing  hope  they  would  be  forthcom- 
glitch  had  left  78,000  absentee  in  the  case  is  tentatively  ing  about  how  those  results 
votes  uncounted,  with  74,000  scheduled  for  January.  were  finally  tabulated." 


By  Charles  Marx,  1932  -  2004 
copyrighted  2004 

KZQ  SX  AVG  KHH  FAKF 
SYHVYPY  KUY  IREFVCVYQ 
CULG  KHH  FAVZBE, 


CULG  TAVMA  XY  MLRHQ 
ZLF  SY  IREFVCVYQ  SX 


FAY  HKT  LC  GLEYE 


KMFE  FAVUFYYZ: 
FAVUFXZVZY 


Clue:  5m  B 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle: 
Philippians  1:6 
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